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Amendment 1 Fails Despite 50% of Floridians Voting Yes
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MIAMI— Tuesday, November 8th was a big day for voters nationwide. There were many 

pivotal elections happening, but one of the most important was in our backyard. Voters 

throughout Florida found themselves voting on two important measures. The first being the new 

President of the United States, and the other in Florida, Amendment 1. 

Amendment 1 is another solar energy initiative, this time being a utility-backed measure 

to limit rooftop solar expansion. The amendment would raise fees on solar users and keep out 

companies that want to compete with the utilities to provide solar energy. With 99 percent of the 

votes reported, the purposefully tricky worded amendment failed to gather 60 percent of the 

votes needed to take a supermajority and pass.

Salvador Morales, a 29 year old African-American from Hialeah was not well versed on 

Tuesday’s election. Morales personally feels like “the election system is a lie and your vote 

doesn’t matter”. “It doesn’t matter who you vote for,” Morales said, “the people who are elected 

make different decisions at the end of the day and are influenced by lobbyists and big money.” 

Morales was not registered to vote in this election, and was not aware of all the 

measures on the ballot. Morales knew there was a Solar Amendment being voted on but he did 

not know what it exactly entailed. He doesn’t see a huge solar energy influence where he lives 

in Hialeah, but thinks that there could be an interest in it due to saving money on electricity and 

being more sustainable.

Morales said one issue that he would feel strong enough to register to vote on would be 

police reform. He sees prejudice on a day to day basis towards himself and other blacks in his 

community, and wishes new officer training could be implemented to avoid racial profiling.  


