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CORAL GABLES, Fla—Walking in to The Palace at Coral Gables, a lovely receptionist 

and two large marble staircases are there to greet. With workers bustling and residents chatting 

everyone seems to be enjoying themselves. Sustainability has become a greatly influential topic 

in the upcoming generation of retirees. With new amendments and perks in place for users, 

conversations are turning towards renewable energy.

The Palace at Coral Gables, a luxurious and extravagant retirement community, houses 

nearly 298,000 total square footage and has 243 living units on site. Found on Andalusia 

Avenue, this is one retirement community that could benefit from the new solar energy 

amendment that was just passed on August 30th, Amendment 4.

General Manager Josh Cabrera, at The Palace, detailed sustainability efforts taking 

place and The Palace’s opinion on moving toward renewable energy options. 

Despite the new property tax exemptions that came as a benefit when Amendment 4 

was passed, The Palace has no interest to make a switch to solely using solar energy. “The 

Problem with solar panels with a building like this,” Cabrera said, “is you need a lot of land in 

order to power everything.” 

Also “solar panels are very costly to install,” Cabrera said, the investment doesn't pan 

out for The Palace in the center of such an urbanized environment. Cabrera’s biggest worry with 

installing solar panels on the roof is extreme weather, like hurricanes. The Palace, at this point 

in time just did not see a reason to invest in solar. Although they are open to renewable energy, 

they see no reason to move until more cost effective options are in place.    
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The direction of renewable and sustainable energy has recently been called into 
question, specifically in Florida. Over the past few months Florida has had a few different 
amendments on the ballot dealing with Solar Energy, specifically Amendment 4 which was voted 
on and passed August 30th 2016, and now Amendment 1 which will be voted on in the 
upcoming November 2016 Election. 

Both Amendments involve solar use on a more privatized level opening up residential 
areas and businesses to new benefits with installing Solar Panels, yet each aimed to do 
something different.

 Amendment 4 provides tax exemptions for solar power and other renewable energy 
equipment installed in home, commercial, and industrial properties, while Amendment 1 enacts 
constitutional protection for any state or local law ensuring that residents who do not produce 
solar energy can abstain from subsidizing its production.

 


